
Brief Project Description

➢ This project is all about celebrating the great outdoors in County Kerry 
and inspiring children, young people, and families to go outside and 
enjoy the amazing natural spaces right on their

    doorstep.

➢ Almost six hundred children from twenty-three
    primary schools across the county helped to create a
    special, creative map highlighting free places and spaces
    in Kerry that support our health and wellbeing. 

➢ We asked each child who took part to draw a picture and
    write a short piece about a free outdoor place in Kerry
    they enjoy spending time in. They shared where it is,
    what they enjoy most about it, and how being there
    makes them feel.



Schools that participated



• Draw a picture and write about a free 
outdoor Place or Space in Kerry which 
they enjoy spending time in

• The location, what they enjoy most 
about the place, how they feel when 
spending time there

What the Children were asked to do



Scoileanna sa Ghaeltacht & Gaelscoileanna freisin



What the Children said
“I like going to the beach because it’s relaxing. I like to collect 

shells, swim, make sandcastles, bring my dog for a walk, have a 

picnic, looking at the sunset and more”  

“Sitting on the rocks watching and listening to the waves is 

calming”

“I love when I can smell the ocean and I feel the wind”

“The waves dancing and splashing relaxes me”

“You can swim everyday without paying”

“You can have so much fun swimming and playing in the sand”



“I love the freedom of the greenway. I can ride my bike and 

rollerblade without of the fear of any traffic”

“I go there for fun it makes me feel energised” (playground)

“There is a very good pitch and you can play ruby, soccer and 

lots more”

“Me and friends walk around it every Thursday night” (community pitch) 

What the Children said

“ It also clears my mind and takes your worries away. I feel so 

lucky to have the greenway next to me to use when I want. I 

would encourage everyone to use it”

“I feel connected to my friends and classmates when we play 

together here.” (playground)



“Killarney is a wonderful and happy place and what’s more it’s 

a free place to go”

“Very relaxing to run or walk in the gardens, it clears my mind”

“I like how calm it is and how you can see different insects and 

plants”

“In Dingle I love going to the Pier/Marina. I find it very calming” 

“me and my Dad go for walks there”

Valentia – “the dinosaur footprints, exploring an abandoned 

light house and walking in the Marina”

What the Children said

“When I am on Caherconree, I feel calm, peaceful and the 

scenery is amazing”  (mountain)

“It does take a while to get up there but it's worth it” (Torc mountain)



“My favourite place is a tree near my home – climbing to the 

top and wind blowing in your face”

“My favourite place is my farm –I love feeding the calves in the 

spring time”

“The place I love spending time in is my family farm in Spring 

mostly when there is tons of lambs in the field playing & 

running around.”

“ A place near my home where I can lay out a blanket read & 

listen to music and watch the sunset, I love that place because 

it makes me happy”

What the Children said



“So much history around you”

“Beautiful church with old Ogham writing on the stones”

“A free outdoor space that I like is camp church because of the 

scenery”

“Statique fort is a big round ring fort made out of stone, you 

can go into the cubby holes, have a picnic and enjoy the view”

 “Listowel castle is an interesting place to visit and is accessible 

to everyone”



Cad dúirt na páistí
“Is bóthar deas ciún atá ann agus is féidir leat do scíth a ligint agus tú 
thuas ann” 

(It’s a nice quiet road and you can relax when you are up there)

“Is breá liom nuair atá lag trá ann mar bíonn sé ana mhaith chun dul ag 
iascaireacht ar an gcé”

(I like when there is a low tide because it is very good to go fishing on the 
pier)

“Is dóigh liom gurb é an áit is deise ar domhain é agus an ghrian ag dul 
faoi”

(It is the nicest place on this earth when the sun is going down)

“D’fhéadfainn an lá ar fad a chaitheamh ann. Áit draíochtúil!”

( I could spend the whole day there.  A magical place)



Cad dúirt na páistí

“Is breá liom na báid ar fad atá ann agus cíonn tú na cnoic i gCiarraí Theas 
amach romhat”

(I love all the boats that are there and you can see the mountains in South 
Kerry across from you)

“Bím sásta agus suaimhneach ann”

(I’m happy and peaceful there)

“Tá radharc deas agu téim le mo mhadra ann”

(There is a nice view and I go there with my dog)

“Tá alán gáirdín agus tá alán nádúr ann”

(There is a lot of gardens and a lot of nature there)



What the teachers said..



What the teachers said..



What did we learn?

Study Findings & Data Analysis



Places and Spaces they wrote about
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How they made them Feel



1. 

Sensory Harmony

“…soothing atmosphere of the beach is emphasised by the faint 
sound of the waves and the gentle breeze.”

“The sensory garden brings out all your senses in all different 
ways.”

2.

Playful Engagement 

& Exploration

“…has a big yew tree in the middle and has a lot of interesting 
rooms for exploring.” 

“I can jump off into the deep water, and it feels like I'm flying!”

3.

Social Connection

“My grandad will bring me behind the field and tell me what used 
to be there.”

“I feel connected to my friends and classmates when we play 
together here.”

Themes that emerged from what the children said



4.

A Safe Haven

“…just escape reality with an endless expanse of nature.” 

“When I get sad or I just need space, I go outside and walk up to 
the top of my estate.”

5.

Meaningful 

Connection with 

Nature

“You feel really close to nature as you look up to the sky and the 
beautiful green trees.” 

“…brings back memories from jumping off the walls with my 
friends.”

Themes that emerged from what the children said
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