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When the Kerry CYPSC Executive Members were finally
permitted to meet face-face the amount of extensive

work carried out by all members Organisations to
respond to the Covid-19 crisis was highlighted. It was
agreed that Kerry CYPSC would capture the positive

news stories for reflection. 



FAMILY RESOURCE CENTRES 

The Role of the Family Resource Centre’s in delivering Food Parcels and Meals on
Wheels has been evolving as the time goes on. It is interesting to note that Kerry with its
long history of community development, it is punching above its weight when
comparisons are made with other County’s regarding the delivery of food parcels,
activity packs and weekly Meitheal check-ins.

The Tusla Area Manger and the PPFS Senior Manager are continuing to have regular
Call Conference with all the 14 FRC Coordinators to continue listening and responding
to the needs in the local area.

COMMISSIONING 

To restructure the provision of service currently offered by KDYS to enable the

To support the families of Kerry in accessing meaningful contact with their children
who may be in the care of TUSLA and 
to support teenagers in the community to continue to live within their family while
receiving crisis support and ongoing high level interventions to the teenagers and
their families.

Tusla PPFS are in the process of reviewing their Service Level Agreements (SLA’s) with
the Kerry Diocesan Youth Service to ensure future SLA’s will respond effectively to the
evolving needs of the Kerry Children and Family Services. 
The objectives of the Commissioning negotiations which are progressing very positively
are: 

 identified gaps in service to be filled in a timely and proportionate way. 

T U S L A  P R E V E N T I O N ,  P A R T N E R S H I P  A N D
F A M I L Y  S U P P O R T  ( P P F S )

Since March due to Covid-19 restrictions, the PPFS Senior CFSN Coordinator and CFSN
Coordinator have facilitated weekly contact with all Lead Practitioners and families
participating in the Meitheal process by phone or remotely on-line.

TUSLA SEED FUNDING 

Child and Youth Participation: A number of meetings (virtual as required) have
been facilitated to hear the voice of the child in the implementation of the Mural
projects in the Access Areas of the Tusla Kerry Child and Family Agency.
Parenting Participation: FRC supports during Covid.
Parenting learning Communities: Four Webinars have been produced in
partnership with the Travelling Community in Tralee to support families throughout
the Covid-19 crisis and help parents cope with stress.

1.

2.
3.
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K E R R Y  C O U N T Y  C O U N C I L

COMMUNITY RESPONSE FORUM LEAFLET 

TThe Kerry County Council Covid-19 Community Response Forum is coordinating the
community response to the current public health emergency. They have launched
their new Community Response Forum Supports & Contacts Leaflet.
 
Download the leaflet in full here:

https://kerrychildrensservices.com/kerry-community-supports-contacts-

inthistogether/

4



CHILDREN IN CARE TEAM:

The elves on the Children in Care Team
have been busy these past few weeks
looking at ways to make Christmas visits
for children in care and their families a
memorable experience for 2020. They
are currently in the process of finalising
contract details with Santa, cleaning
down the Grotto and busy looking at
ways that we can create a fulfilled,
COVID free, safe zone for children and
parents to have contact with one
another as they would every other year
but while being mindful to keep
everyone safe. Can’t wait to hear how
it all goes and a brilliant idea!!

FOSTERING:

This month, the Fostering Department
set about delivering Foundation
Training in Foster Care to both Relative
& General Foster Carers. Owing to
COVID, how this programme is
delivered had to be completely
reinvented and reformulated. This year
the training has been delivered through
MS Teams. Margaret Enright - Principal
Social Worker of the Fostering
Departtment  has asked that it be
noted that she wants to acknowledge
and recognise the hard work put in to
the planning and preparation of this
event as well as the added fear of
over-coming technology.
The Team worked really hard and
cohesively together to deliver a
programme that is proving successful
and well.

K E R R Y  T U S L A  
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PARENT WORKSHOP FOR “HELPING ANXIOUS
CHILDREN”

Shannow Family Resource Centre and Child and adolescent Psychotherapist Edel
Lawlor host a zoom parent workshop for “Helping Anxious Children”. 

As a Family Resource Centre who works with many families and agencies in Kerry
Shannow FRC have been seeing an increase in parents and children looking for
support around the increased anxiety that many children are experiencing. In
response to this need Shannow FRC ran a very successful parent workshop , hosted
by Child and Adolescent Psychotherapist Edel Lawlor . A total of 27 parents enjoyed
a very informative, practical one-hour zoom workshop which detailed simple tips and
strategies to help anxious children.
Feedback from parents was overwhelmingly positive. One parent said; 

“Fantastic course, so informative and engaging. Made me realise what I can do
different to support my child. Excellent session!”

 This workshop was made possible by funding from Kerry County Council Community
Support Fund.

S H A N N O W  F A M I L Y  R E S O U R C E  C E N T R E  
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K E R R Y  D I O C E S A N  Y O U T H  S E R V I I C E  ( K D Y S  

GETTING THROUGH IT TOGETHER 

During the global pandemic one thing has remained
solid for the young people of Kerry. KDYS Youth
Centres across the county continued to support
young people in creative and innovative ways to
ensure they develop their personal and social skills. 
Youth Centres in Killarney, Tralee, Castleisland and
Listowel have continued to engage with young
people running a variety of groups including Not in
Educaion Employment or Training (NEETs young
people), LGBT+ and Homework Clubs through various
activities such as art & crafts, baking and sports.
KDYS has shown their flexibility and ability to meet
the ever changing needs of the young people we
support by providing them with both online and face
to face support and groups throughout this time. 
Throughout the pandemic KDYS Youth Centres
have maintained the high level of supports offered to
young people and across the county new groups have
been developed providing more even supports to
young people in our communities.
KDYS eurÓg Killarney has seen the development of
various new groups over the last few months
engaging young people in numerous activities
including education and employment supports, arts
and crafts and baking.

6
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K E R R Y  D I O C E S A N  Y O U T H  S E R V I C E  

KDYS SUPPORTING YOUNG PEOPLE- RISING TO THE CHALLENGE!

One to one work with young people accounted for 52% of staff contact time, online group work for
16% of staff contact and 30% related to contact with families of young people. 
Continuity of essential face to face work with young people and adults experienced issues with
drug and alcohol and with young people and families engaged in the KDYS Family Support
Programmes. 
The launch of a Family Support Online Service – a phone & email service with resource material
gathered and developed to support families, children and young people.
https://kdys.ie/resources/family-support-resources-online/ 
Launch of #ImInAndImStayingIn campaign- a video collaboration between young people in Kerry
and in Italy to promote the importance of social distancing and staying in. 
#kdysonlineclub – a weekly online positive activity programme posted every Friday for young people
across the county.
Delivery of an online school transfer programme- over 200 6th class primary school young people
across the county participated. 
Development of online groups including a Digital Art group, online Photography club and Café
Caint- an online youth café as gaelige. One of our young people won the NYCI National
photography competition. 
Use of innovative means of engaging young people in the KDYS Youth Justice service- online
fitness classes & online cookery classes proved to be very popular. 
The roll out of a National on line Youth Chat Service- providing youth information for young people-
KDYS is delivering this in Kerry. 
The involvement of young people in our weekly radio slot on Radio Kerry. 
A number of staff supported community initiatives aimed at assisting the most vulnerable members
of our community. Delivery of food hampers, art supplies, school materials and loan of laptops to
young people to support their engagement with education- KDYS reconditioned a number of
laptops in March to support young people in this way. 
A beach clean took place on Banna strand carried out by the KDYS managed Kerry Comhairle na
nOg group. 
Launch of a Youth Ambassador Programme to address issues impacting on young people since the
start of Covid-19. They have developed a KDYS Youth Information Wellness Challenge to keep
young people focused during the current lock down-called “Taking the 5 A Day” 

In March 2020, with the introduction of the national Lockdown, KDYS Youth Centres across the county
closed to the public but staff and volunteers demonstrated the capacity, resilience and flexibilities to
deliver essential services and to develop new responses to young people, families and adults within a
framework of good governance. A massive shift was undertaken to deliver youth and family supports
utilising various digital platforms, embracing new technologies and innovation across the organisation. 
In a few short weeks KDYS pivoted to a new way of operating as a response to the Covid 19 crisis.
Examples of this delivery included: 

http://kdys.ie/resources/family-support-resources-online/ 

http://kdys.ie/resources/educational-resources-online/

http://kdys.ie/resources/kdysonlineclub/
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K E R R Y  D I O C E S A N  Y O U T H  S E R V I C E  

SMART RECOVERY MOVES ONLINE FOR SMART DELIVERY
THROUGHOUT COVID IN KERRY & CORK

SMART Recovery moved online to meet the needs of the individuals who attend
these support meetings on a weekly basis. KDYS Community Based Drug & Alcohol
project workers Deirdre Nagle (Killarney) & Padraig O Donovan (South Kerry) both
supported the delivery of this meeting along with other Drug & Alcohol workers
throughout Cork coordinated by the Southern Region Drug & Alcohol Task Force
(SRDATF).

SMART stands for “Self-Management and Recovery Training” and is an evidence
based program. This is a 4-point program focusing on (a) Building and maintaining
motivation (b) Coping with urges (c) Managing thoughts, feelings and behaviours
(d)Living a balanced lifestyle. SMART Recovery can be an additional support to
individuals who attend AA meetings or it can be a stand alone support for others.
This is a mutual support meeting where, through open discussion, the group assisted
by the  facilitators help each other with recovery from any type of addictive
behaviour. SMART Recovery meetings were held prior to COVID with face to face
meetings in both Kerry and Cork each week. The SMART programme is delivered
three times weekly online Monday & Friday 11:00-12:30 & Wednesdays @18:30 –
20:00. Both Deirdre and Padraig form part of a cohort of facilitators who deliver this
each week on a rotational basis. Numbers attending have been consistent
throughout Covid, with individuals attending both from Kerry and Cork. As projects
this would form part of a care plan option for our service users to attend. Consistent
attendance at the online meetings is indicative of the support it offers individuals
who choose to attend. Throughout COVID, the online meetings enabled individuals
to connect with each other and lessen the impact of isolation/lockdown along with
supporting their recovery.

The medium to long term plan for SMART Recovery in Kerry & Cork is that it will be
facilitated and run by peers for peers once sufficient numbers have been trained on
its delivery methods. Anyone looking to join these meetings in Kerry and Cork can
contact the SRDATF or Community Based Drug & Alcohol workers for details.

https://kdys.ie

https://www.srdatf.ie

https://smartrecovery.ie/
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''''Sending a Smile''

In early November 2020, Gda. Mary Gardiner of the Tralee Community Policing
Unit, launched the “Sending a Smile” campaign initiative with local Primary
Schools. 

She made contact with schools via Zoom and asked young students to write a
letter or draw a picture (or both) for a resident in a local nursing home. They were
to introduce themselves as either a boy or girl, and give their age, and the name of
the primary school they were attending.

Multiple schools got involved with the initiative and Garda Gardiner was on a
Zoom call to over 400 students at one point. 

To be in compliance with GDPR etc. the students were not to identify themselves,
or neither would they be aware of the identity of the nursing home resident who
was to be the recipient of their work. 

Gda. Gardiner will arrange for the letters and pictures to be delivered to the
nursing homes, and every resident will be sure to get something. 

This initiative whilst bringing a “Smile” to the recipients, it will also encourage the
children, and recognise that they too have made a valuable contribution to our
communities during Covid-19.

A N  G A R D A  S I O C H A N A

1 0



H E I M A N   L A B SH P R O J E C T  O U T L I N E
A N  G A R D A  S I O C H A N A

Support to Children Isolating for Various Reasons in Covid

Pandemic

Since the commencement of the Covid 19 pandemic AGS Kerry have been made
aware of a number of children, who for various reasons, have been self- isolating
in their homes. 

For many of these children, due to underlying health issues, they have been
effectively cut off from their support services and their friends. 

One such child was based in Killarney. This child is currently under the care of
Crumlin Children’s Hospital. Throughout lockdown Garda Diane Collins of Killarney
Community Policing Unit has been linking in with the family. 

The Child was finding it difficult to rationalise the concept of lockdown. Each
week Garda Diane Collins would set the child a task and if completed a reward
would ensue. The interaction continued over lockdown and has recently led to a
birthday drive by on the 21st of November 2020 by a multitude of various
emergency services organised by Garda Collins. 

In the run up to Christmas, An Garda Síochána are identifying children who, due to
the Covid Lockdown, have had a difficult time. A Covid compliant visit from the
man himself “Santa Clause” will be arranged. 

To forward on details of children who may be in need of such a visit contact can
be made with the Community Policing Units at Tralee or Killarney Garda Station.

1 1



H E I M A N   L A B SH P R O J E C T  O U T L I N E

Kerry Act of Kindness – Toy Appeal for Christmas

Garda Mary Gardiner attached to the community policing Unit in Tralee Garda
Station thought of a campaign to try and help some families struggling in Kerry,
especially nearing Christmas. Garda Gardiner arranged through the “Kerry Act of
Kindness” Facebook page for a Toy and Gift Appeal. 

People from all over Kerry, young and old have been donating toys, food, clothing,
books, jigsaws you name it to help. The response has been fantastic. 

To be Covid 19 compliant and to remain within the 5kms limit, donations have been
dropped to Garda stations throughout Kerry and collected by Garda Gardiner.
These gifts will be given to Adapt House, Johnston Marina residents, residents in
direct provision and struggling families throughout Kerry on an anonymous basis. 

The initiative has been highlighted also through various schools in Kerry and
fundraising events have taken place. The initiative has proven so successful that
Garda Gardiner has recently been contacted by Minister Norma Foley, who is
hoping to replicate the initiative on a national basis in conjunction with An Post. 

For those wishing to donate or to highlight potential recipients they can make
contact with the Facebook page “Kerry Act of Kindness”.

A N  G A R D A  S I O C H A N A
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The Digital Divide Project 

The Department of Children, Equality, Disability,
Integration & Youth (DCEDIY) formerly the
DCYA has awarded Kerry CYPSC funding of
€3562.50 to support the Kerry CYPSC Digital
Divide Project.  
Kerry CYPSC has provided additional funding
which will provide 16 laptops (8 in North Kerry
and 8 in South Kerry) via the Kerry School
Completion (SCP) projects. The Kerry SCP
project Coordinators have reviewed the needs
of the students being supported by the SCP,
with exam students being prioritised, and the
students have received the devices to support
their education and learning.

Supports Directory of Services

Available for Children, Young People

and Families during Covid-19

Kerry Children and Young People’s Services
Committee Coordinator with the support of the
Community and Voluntary services in Kerry have
prepared a supports directory of the services
available for Children, Young People and
Families in Kerry during Covid-19 to help
signpost vulnerable families to the appropriate
support services during these challenging times.
 
Download the full directory here: 
https://kerrychildrensservices.com/wp-

content/uploads/2020/04/Supports-

Directory-of-Services-and-Supports-for-

Children-Young-People-and-Families-in-

Kerry-During-Covid-19_-Final-1.pdf

Support to Kerry Travellers

Health and Community

Development Project re.

Food Project Application

Since March 2020, Kerry Travellers
Health & Community Development
Project have been focusing on
responding to the needs of the
Community during Covid-19. The
Organisation recorded 280
Traveller Children aged 6 and
under currently in the County that
are living below the poverty line.
They also had a large number of
Nomadic Travellers return to the
County. Support was needed to
provide food for these families.
Kerry CYPSC supported the
Organisation to successfully access
Children's Rights Alliance Food
Provision Supports.

K E R R Y  C H I L D R E N  &  Y O U N G  P E O P L E ' S
S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E  
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Talk, Touch, Make Love with Consent Campaign

The HSE Sexual Health Promotion Team, Health Promotion and Improvement
Department, Cork Kerry Community Healthcare are delighted to have launched their
‘Talk, Touch, Make Love with Consent’ Campaign. This campaign seeks to promote
and highlight the conversations about positive sexual health and consent at
individual, community and clinical levels. The term “make love” is used with the aim
of reclaiming some positive language around sexual health in a move away from
some of the more “aggressive” language that can be associated with pornography.
While the logo and campaign title stand alone as a significant sexual health
promotion message, the campaign also includes a suite of resources including
social media, educational resources and webinars.

For more information on any of the above contact a member of the Sexual Health
Promotion Team;

Edel O Donnell, Senior Health Promotion Officer Edel.odonnell1@hse.ie

Maire O Leary, Health Promotion Officer mairem.oleary@hse.ie

Catherine Byrne, Health Promotion Officer Catherine.byrne2@hse.ie

Anna Foley, Administrator anna.foley@hse.ie

Download the full suite of resources for this campaign at;

https://corkhealthycities.com/talk-touch-make-love-with-consent-

campaign/

H S E  H E A L T H  P R O M O T I O N   
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Jigsaw Kerry's International Communities Project Report

In 2019, Jigsaw Kerry implemented a film-making project with young people from
the national and international communities living in Tralee and Killarney over a
seven month period. Kerry Children and Young People’s Services Committee
(CYPSC) were delighted to fund this project. A group of 16 young people aged
between 13 and 24 developed the story for, acted in and directed a short film
called ‘Mousa’ which explores diverse themes including maturing into adulthood,
having to choose between two people you love and racism. The film was
showcased at the Kerry International Film Festival in October 2019 to a large
audience of community members.

The project sought to create a safe space for young people living in the Direct
Provision system and with refugee status where integration could be promoted and
young people could improve their wellbeing and strengthen their life skills and skills
in the creative arts. In addition, the project was viewed as an opportunity for Jigsaw
Kerry to strengthen its connection with international communities living in the
region, particularly those currently living in the Direct Provision system & with
refugee status, and to strengthen its understanding of their needs in terms of
mental health support and wellbeing.
Participatory Action Research (PAR) was conducted in partnership with two of the
young people Involved. Both the process and results are detailed in the report. 

Download the report here:  

 https://kerrychildrensservices.com/kerry-jigsaws-international-

communities-project-report/

 

J I G S A W  K E R R Y  
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#KMHWFest 

The 2020 Kerry Mental Health and Wellbeing Fest, #kerrymhwfest, took place from
10 – 17 October. 
 This year’s week-long programme of events was a little different with many events
taking place on the radio, outdoors and online.  But during the current COVID-19
pandemic, these events aimed at promoting good mental health was probably
more important than ever.
The interagency committee organised a range of events including wellbeing
workshops, seminars, walks, coffee mornings, mindfulness and activity sessions.  The
programme of events came together with the support of all the local statutory
agencies working together with the very positive input of community and voluntary
groups all over Kerry.
The Fest coincided with World Mental Health Day (on 10 October) and ran from
Saturday, 10 to Saturday, 17 October.  Among the highlights was Forest Therapy,
mindfulness and meditation sessions, coffee mornings, walks, wellbeing in the
workplace workshops, self-care workshops, Zumba and yoga classes and more. 
Kerry’s Mental Health and Wellbeing Fest aims to promote a positive sense of
wellbeing and highlights mental health services and supports which are available to
people in need in the county.  Everyone is encouraged to take time out to learn,
talk, reflect and engage with others around the topic of mental health and
wellbeing, and to encourage anyone with mental health issues to reach out and
avail of supports and services available. 

Use the following link to download the the Fest 2020 Summary Report:

https://kerrychildrensservices.com/kerry-mental-health-festival-10th-17th-

october-2020-summary-report/

 

 

K E R R Y  M E N T A L  H E A L T H  &  W E L L B E I N G
F E S T   
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Kerry College - Four course feast for frontline staff 20/10/2020

As part of the capstone module and the final assessment of their apprenticeship,
Tralee Commis Chef apprentices,based in Kerry College, Clash Campus must
execute a Culinary Event. Given the circumstances and restrictions of COVID – 19,
the Tralee class have changed the dynamic of their final assessment from a ‘sit
down’ meal to a delivery service for HSE staff / ambulance service staff.Mick Ryan,
Culinary Arts Instructor stated, “we are delighted to provide a 4-course lunch to our
fantastic frontline Ambulance team at Kerry General Hospital. We have designed a
menu whilst bearing sustainability and ethical farming methods in mind, with all the
ingredients grown or produced by some of our fantastic local producers in Kerry
from garlic, rugged jack kale and beetroot supplied by Manna Foods, to wild
blackberries, potatoes and Dingle gin in our truffle course! We have also reduced
our use of plastics by collecting ingredients in reusable containers from local shops
and have supplied the Ambulance team with their lunch in sustainable packaging.
This is an important milestone for us to reach the culmination of our two year
Commis Chef apprenticeship programme with Kerry College and we are delighted
to share this experience with the hardworking Ambulance team during this time.

’’http://traleetoday.ie/apprentice-chefs-from-kerry-college-create-meal-for-

frontline-staff-at-uhk/https://twitter.com/KerryETBThis was in the Kerry’s Eye

on the 22nd October 2020 and Kerryman 21st October 2020

 

 

K E R R Y  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  T R A I N I N G  B O A R D  
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Coláiste Gleann Lí – PPE-Face

Sheild

Coláiste Gleann Lí were busy producing
face shields which are laser cut and
manufactured in the school. These face
shields were offered to local healthcare
facilities. Coláiste Gleann Lí prides itself
as being a school for all the community
and were delighted to have the
opportunity to help healthcare workers at
this time. Lee Strand presented a cheque
for €500 to the school for their efforts to
support front line staff during lockdown.
This was in the Kerry’s Eye 9th April 2020
edition.

https://www.facebook.com/Col%C3%

A1iste-Gleann-L%C3%AD-

232054346993822

http://traleetoday.ie/lee-strand-

recognises-efforts-of-colaiste-gleann-

li-to-help-community/?fbclid=IwAR06n-

X_p8Wc6K2foSb_VjBafV_ZpTpxPhyI38

d14cj2K5RHXXEyzTv6ZwA

https://twitter.com/KerryETBhttps://

www.facebook.com/Kerryeducationa

ndtrainingboard

 

 

K E R R Y  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  T R A I N I N G  B O A R D  

Castleisland CC – Micheál O

Shea

Micheál O Shea won a national title by
winning the Senior Category of Trócaire’s
Game Changers Competition. It is a
competition for young people who want
to change the world and believe that
games are a way to do this. Micheál
entered his Climate Conquest game and
won first place nationally! He received an
Amazon Fire tablet for winning first
place. The board game will be used as a
teaching device in CSPE and Junior Cycle
Geography classes. Students will learn
about solutions to climate change in a
fun and engaging way.

https://www.facebook.com/Castleisl

and-Community-College-

256053801223296

https://twitter.com/KerryETBhttps://

www.facebook.com/Kerryeducationa

ndtrainingboard
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Killarney Community College – Be

Dementia Aware

Bláthnaid Treacy from RTÉ Today with
Maura and Dáithí interviewed the
inspirational group of students and their
teacher Ms. Lorraine Crowley about the
dementia awareness campaign the
students started working on as part of
their Young Social Innovators class in
September 2018. Two years on, they won
the National Garda Youth Achievement
‘Group’ Award. "The dedication and care
Be Dementia Aware showed throughout
this project is an inspiration to all young
people. Caoimhe, Julia, Ben, Aoife and
Darja showed amazing commitment and
passion as they worked tirelessly to
promote awareness of Dementia and
support families and people who have
dementia.

https://www.facebook.com/Killarney-

Community-College-425308040871084

https://www.facebook.com/Kerryedu

cationandtrainingboard

https://twitter.com/KerryETB

 

 

K E R R Y  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  T R A I N I N G  B O A R D  

Coláiste Na Sceilge – Casey

Etherton wins the Texco Art

Competition

Coláiste Na Sceilge student Casey
Etherton, was declared the winner in the
Texaco Children’s Art Competition for his
piece, entitled ‘Kevin In The Pink’. The
work of art is a detailed study in oils of
Casey’s neighbour, who lives near his
house in Caherdaniel. Casey thanked his
art teacher Mrs. Holly who inspired him to
pursue art.

https://www.independent.ie/news/in-

the-pink-budding-young-artist-wins-

top-prize-for-painting-of-his-elderly-

neighbour-39704223.html

https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ed

ucation/boy-who-painted-elderly-

neighbour-wins-texaco-children-s-art-

competition-1.4399092

https://www.irishexaminer.com/news

/munster/arid-40075301.html

https://www.facebook.com/Kerryedu

cationandtrainingboardhttps://twitter

.com/KerryETB 
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Kerry College of Further

Education & Training – New QQI

Level 5 Ecology & Practical

Fieldwork Skills course.

KERRY COLLEGE OF FURTHER
EDUCATION AND TRAINING (Kerry
College) has taken to the Great Outdoors
with a unique education and training
programme in Killarney. 10 students have
just started on an all-new QQI Level 5
Ecology and Practical Fieldwork Skills
full-time programme, which is based at
Killarney National Park Education Centre
at Knockreer House. Certified modules
include Biology, Biological Diversity,
Sustainable Water Management,
Permaculture Design, Plant Identification
And Use, Plant Science, Team working,
First Aid and Manual Handling.

Killorglin Community College &

Kerry Act of Kindness

Killorglin Community College students
have embarked on a school wide
campaign to ensure that Santa visits all
homes in Kerry this Christmas, by getting
involved in the Kerry Act of Kindness
Initiative. Students aim to ensure that
Covid-19 does not impact on families for
the festive season. The Kerry Act of
Kindness Initiative is in conjunction with
An Garda Siochána, led by Community
Garda Mary Gardiner. This campaign will
help families in the local community,
Adapt Kerry Women’s Refuge and
homeless centres in Tralee. All Junior
Cycle CSPE classes have been busy
creating food hampers and pamper
packs during their CSPE classes in recent
weeks. The students recognised that
Covid-19 was having a huge impact on
families and individuals in their local area
and beyond. Students wanted to give
back to their community and contribute
positively in any way that they could.

K E R R Y  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  T R A I N I N G  B O A R D  
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Kerry College – Take It Or Leave It

'Take it or Leave it’ is an initiative that

was set up to support students

throughout the college year by providing

food for those who need it. The initiative

was launched in Kerry College in 2017 in a

bid to ease the financial pressures

students sometimes face when

committing to a year of education. Food

is placed on shelves inside the main

entrance and, with a regular supply of

food from ‘Kerry Food Share,’ the College

continually re-stock them for students to

access as, and when they need to. To

add to the success, Kerry College have

influenced other colleges to come on

board and roll out the ‘Take it or Leave it’

initiative; so along with supporting their

own students they are proud to be

leading the way for better college

experiences on a national level.

Causeway Comprehensive
School – Supporting Students

Causeway Comprehensive School’s

annual Anti bullying programme which

has been in existence for over 5 years

took place the week of November 2nd

and was a great success. The Personal

Safety Board (P.S.P.), which is made up

of 12 teachers who have volunteered their

free time to investigate any bullying

issues that may arise in the school.

Causeway Comprehensive School

recently celebrated STAND UP week. The

aim of the week was to promote equality

and inclusion of members of the LGBTQI+

community. A range of activities took

place over the course of the week

ensuring that students have an

understanding of the LGBT community.

This week finished in their annual rainbow

day. On this day students showed their

support by raising the School’s Rainbow

flag and wearing the rainbow colours.

The school decorated itself in these

colours to show that inclusion is one of

our key core values.

https://www.facebook.com/Causewa
y-Comprehensive-School-
43984482952084
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Castleisland Community College - Fairtrade Bake Off 2020

Castleisland Community College held their annual Fairtrade Bake Off Competition this

year at home instead of at school. This was due to the national school closures that

began in March. The competition is a yearly event in the school and is open to all

students in the school not just those who study Home Economics. A Fairtrade product

had to be used thus creating awareness of ethical consumption.  The Bake Off was

certainly a resounding success as evidenced by the outstanding talent of the delicious

cakes produced, according to Ms Mc Grath the Home Economics teacher. However, it

was also a success for another important reason, by encouraging students to stay

connected whilst being apart during the school closures. Students contacted each

other regarding recipes and presentations and it provided a fantastic positive buzz in

households. Deirdre Walsh interviewed Ms Mc Grath on Radio Kerry and results were

announced live on radio. The Judges were Selina from Selina’s Cakes and TJ O Connor

from Head of Culinary Arts IT Tralee. TJ stated that ‘the creativity and skill shown by all

entrants is to be highly commended’. The wining cake by Shauna O Keefe was named

Covid Cake by the judges and their comments included ‘It is in theme with current

affairs, clean and well defined finish. There is excellent attention to detail and skill

involved in the decorating process’. Emma O Donoghue came second and Katelyn O 

Keefe came third. 

https://www.facebook.com/Castleisland-Community-College-256053801223296
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Two Mile CNS – Adapt to a new way of learning

Two Mile CNS were delighted to open their doors on 27th August 2020 after a long

period of absence. Eight wide-eyed Junior Infants made their way to the main building

as their parents waved them on. It would be a school year like no other. Teachers,

pupils and parents have been adapting to new ways of Teaching and Learning.  Our

Active School Flag programme has taken on new significance, in light of advice from

the DES that we spend as much time as possible outdoors. As part of the ‘Daily Mile’

initiative, the children run several laps of the yard every morning giving them the

required energy boost to begin their lessons. One the  highlights of the first term was

European Sports Day 25th September, where the children spent the day outdoors

taking part in activities from balloon races to dance. One of the biggest changes to

the way that we learn in Two Mile CNS 2020 has been the introduction of Microsoft

Teams. By now, all pupils have their own email accounts which they use to access their

homework and submit online.  In addition to the traditional Maths and Literacy

activities, much of their online learning takes the form of project work.  Resources are

uploaded by the teacher and pupils are introduced to a variety of presentation options

which they can choose from. As part of our flipped classroom approach, pupils in all

classes practiced Science experiments at home during Science Week. Photos and

videos were submitted, which formed the basis for class discussion and written work in

the following days. 

While Covid restrictions have limited traditional teaching and learning in many ways,

teachers in Two Mile CNS have embraced the change and used it as an opportunity to

reimagine classroom life. Support in this regard has been ongoing from Kerry ETB and

the Professional Development Service for Teachers. As the year progresses, we look

forward to further exciting learning opportunities in our new world. 

https://activeschoolflag.ie/
 
https://twitter.com/TwoMileCNS

K E R R Y  E D U C A T I O N  A N D  T R A I N I N G  B O A R D  

23



Dea-scéalta Ó Scoil an Ghleanna Scoil Náisiúnta Phobail

Bhíomar ana-bhródúil i Scoil an Ghleanna as a bheith páirteach i Black History Month

agus Seachtain na hEolaíochta 2020 acheiliúradh. Tugaimid neart deiseanna i gcónaí

dos na páisti taitneamh agus spéis a bhaint as a gcuid foghlama.

I Mí Deireadh Fómhar rinneamar ceiliúradh sa seomra mór ar Black History Month

trasna an churaclaim.

Mar chuid den Stair rinneamar staidéar ar Nelson Mandela, Martin Luther King II, Rosa

Parks, Barack Obama, Harriet Tubman agus Frederick Douglass. Rinneamar staidéar

Tíreolaíochta ar an Tansáin. Fuair na páistí blaisín Swahili, teanga dúchas na

Tansánaigh.D'fhoghlaim na páistí faoin ealaíontóir Tansánach Edward TingaTinga agus

rinneadar pictiúir faoina thionchar..

D'éirigh linn díriú isteach ar thuairisciú mar chuid dos na seanraí scríbhneoireachta.

Scríobhamar tuairisc faoin Tansáin sa Ghaeilge agus tuairisc eile sa Bhéarla faoi

dhuine de na daoine gorma a raibh staidéar déanta acu orthu sa stair.

Rinneamar ceilliúradh ar Sheachtain na hEolaíochta an tseachtain seo caite (09/11/20

– 13/11/20). Bhí na páistí sa seomra mór ag baint taitneamh as a bheith páirteach i

Seachtain na hEolaíochta 2020 ag fiosrú ar chiorcaid, sruthanna leictreacha agus ag

triailmaighnéadas agus cé chomh maighnéadach a bhfuil na maighnéid atá againn.

Mar

chuid den Seachtain Eolaíochta 2020 bhí na páistí sa seomra beag ag fiosrú ar

maighnéadas agus ábhar maighnéadach agus ag baint spraoi as pátrún

gheoiméadracha a dhéanamh inné. Luíodar isteach ar sciorrárthaí pháipéir a

dhéanamh agus bhaineadar an-spraoi as iad a chur ag foluain.

(@ScanGhleannaUR)
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/School/Scoil-An-Ghleanna-
373429763182375/
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Tahilla Community National School - Stick Insect found in the school
garden

Tahilla CNS always knew that their school is situated in a very biodiverse
landscape. They are surrounded by a wide variety of beautiful wildlife. However, on
the first week back after mid-term, they discovered a very interesting creature hiding
in their weeping-birch tree. As one of the students was playing under the tree, a
creature fell on his head- a stick insect! 
Many of the children and teachers had never seen such an intriguing creature in their

lives. Outside of New Zealand, the Unarmed Stick Insect (Acanthoxyla inermis) is only

found in Ireland and in South West England. Originally arriving as eggs in soil among

exotic tree ferns imported from New Zealand, they have become naturalised in the

mild, moist climate of Kerry and Cork.  Luckily enough the stick-insect fell from the tree,

otherwise they might never have spotted it. They have the fascinating ability to

camouflage themselves in their surroundings. It was at Rossdohan Island, with its "sub-

tropical" garden, that the insect was first recorded over 60 years ago.

The school got in touch with Biodiversity Ireland to confirm exactly the correct species

of stick insect. The children have now recorded the sighting with the National

Biodiversity Data Centre. Their two stick friends are still living happily in their school

tree. The children have fun each day trying to spot them camouflaging amongst the

twigs.

To record any sightings of unusual creatures in your area please check out 

 https://www.biodiversityireland.ie/
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